
THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

have cried aloud to God in theseelse it is hollow mockery. Real god-liness is irresistible. The forms of
im- -

mortal words of the Psalmist.
godliness may be futile and vain.

In our own time the Christian The literature of our day givesittle counsel for the man in tnvable.church is facing "her Erre.lt est nrnh.
and the man beset with enemies, exlems and greatest tasks. She hasfoes within and without TlivTi- - cept to "laugh it off" or "grin andtied enemies confront her. Can she

win her battle for d od and hnmsn
bear it." Far deeper is the comfort
with which the Bible abounds. in
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such passages as the twentv-secon- dwelfare? Yes, but only if she betrue to Him and has the power of

godliness as well as the form thereof.
Psalm. The cry of the soul for suc
cor, and its pen of praise to Jehovah
for deliverance, are perhaps better
set forth here than anvwehcr else.THE BEERS WE RE-REA- D.

lerse- - Comments 011 the Uniform Great chapters of the Bible, even
Piaycr Meeting Topic of the Young if not so intimate and personal and

V rrVi 4-- V. V. . . People's Societies Christian En;OD MAN'S BAD SONS. individual as others, are those which
write down the laws of life, the nlat- -made attractive is the best rnnnnrat cieavor, etc. for February 21.--

"Favorite Chapters of the Bible,ing agent that the Lord Almighty hasSchool. forms of God's kingdom the twenti-
eth chapter of Exodus, and the fifth
of Matthew.

on earth.imrrnational Sunday,1Pio.i for lYbruary 21 is "The ana Why." Fs. 23:1-6- .
T-- (By William T. Ellis).Sons." me ireaciiers And Tlio Aoid Tostr I Ml Ulltl M.miaPenlh 1 nave read Kipling's "Kim" at

least a score of times: Drummond's4:1-1- 8. Quietly and soberly, as thev talki Sam.
by firesides and over luncheon tables, "Greatest Thing m the World" reWilliam T. Ellis).

a .

with flashing
love, is found
to Philemon
letter all too

tnougntrul Christian men are savine

The human touch,
phrases of loyalty and
in the --brief letter
which Paul wrote, a
little known.

peatedly; Barrie's "Sentimentaltimed, priesthood, piety ana
to the fourfold themes of the Tommy" half a dozen times; andtoday to one another that the prob-lem Of the Church is the. problem of Maclaren's "For Conscience's Sake'( Hires iroin ma xjwn.11

Vat'

Uvir.;:

Is""-- '

in bis "Auld Lang Syne" equally of- -the preacher. This is no unmanlyeffort to shift responsibility fromthis week s Sunday fecnooi
one does not have to search ten. i.u uuok is worm reaaing oncetheir own shoulders. But the. rtrov- - that is not worth reading often. Wu: (1 here a rational programf.ir t'1 ero "Lake Driest like neonle."

The most soaring minds of all
time have devoted their pens to an
analysis and apothesis of love, but
it remained for John the Beloved, in
the latter part of the fourth chapter

wi reform tor our own xicJLiurany return xo iavoriie pas-
sages. That is why every earnest0I I M'- -i t

'ami tune.
1 proverb about

was
The

It
for
the

'Preach- - vnrisuari s ruuie is inum-marKe- ct on
never more true than now.
world wants spiritual leadership,is eager for tiding of truth anda clear note of certitude froiman who speaks for God. The

certain rages, and opens almost oand deacons' daughters" is
rs-

-

:s repeated statistical show- -
01 ms nrst letter, to reacn tne sum-
mit. No litany for lovrs ct equalthis. Even Paul's philosophical

itself to loved portions. Not all of
the Bible is of equal value and interest
Nor do the same parts alwTays make

op- -
. ,imnnsirated. Children of

portunities before che Christian presentation of love, in the thirteenth!hm!inso do not ordinarily go wrong;
.,;t the contrary. Suffi chapter of First Corinthians, lacks

the fire and slow and exaltation of
an appeal to all persons. Each of us
has his treasured chapters. This
Christian Endeavor topic provides
something in the nature o" an expe- -

tien remain, however, to give point
"

oxitir- - "The preacher's son John's great words, besinnins::
"Beloved, let us love o.i ; another:be- -

ministry were never greater than in
this year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and fifteen.

While the vast majority of the
preachers of the gospel are men of
clean life and of godliness and of
self-sacrific- e, there is nevertheless a
lack of leadership, of vision and of

1,11 IMV

who straws is sure to be noted
io i .1 preacher's son." one for love is of God; and every one

that loveth is bejrotten ol God. and
where

'finds" to
rience meeting,
may tell of his '

every
others.'

Some ministers are so engrossed
ih. larirer concerns of spiritual knoweth God. He that loveth not

will--nh uTid moral progress, that they Certain chords on the pianoset the chandelier to vibrating.power. The church is confessedly Soofir,nrrrrttiblv drift into the state Inot meeting the needs of our time. SEVEN SENTENCE SERMONS.particular passages from literaturethatf tiiMt statesman who said and from the Bible especially- -Reluctantly, we are forcetl to say, as
was the verdict of old Israel at the
time of our lesson, that the weak

Wliat eoneerneth every ma i is notawake an answering response in the
whether he fail or succeed, but thatreader's own heart.

ness of the church is the weakness he do his duty. Ian MacUaren.

h'"h.ul no time for individuals."
Konio to every minister and teach-

er and Christian worker comes the
intim.tt inn that no amount of public
s,,rvi. . cm atone for failure to be
true to out's responsibilities in one's
tv. home.

of the priest. Of all the treasured words in this
Book which has been more assidu Kinds words produce their ownThe sons of Eli had corrupted the

people. Their self-indulgen- ce had image m men's souls, and i beautifulously and intimately studied than
imaere it is. Pascal.any otner, aouotiess tne most genermade a scandal of religion. They

stopped at nothing in the way fThe ally prized is the Twenty-thir- dleather's Failure.
of Israel at Shiloh,

Anicrican
the priest Rich brcthren'sthroughPsalm, the "Shepherd Psalm" of my pov- -

David. What it has meant to unand efficient priest.was a Kood man citySuch wealth were hideous! 1 am
shameless, open sin. They were not
ministers, but were ministered unto.
The old epigram is recalled, "Once
the church had golden bishops with
wooden croziers and then the shep

to the altar and to counted millions of God's peopleHe v as devoted
blestthroughout thousands of years pass- -

Only in what they share with me,es the imagination to grasp. Hunted
th 'l.-r- of Cod. lie was a kindly,
.ojiihrate character, as his deal-in- cr

wiili Hannah and Samuel show- - martyrs have pillowed their weary In what I share with all the rest.
Uucy Lnrcom.heads upon it and slept in peace. InK:t his love was lax in his own

the dark of dank dungeons it hasiiri;vhr,ii whfrt u. firm hand was
The method of the enterprising is

vouth and spent age have alike foundM was a prototype of the to sketch out a map of possibilities,
then to treat them as probabilities.

herds fed the sheep. Now we have
wooden bishops with golden croziers
and the sheep feed the shepherds."
Worship at Shiloh had been pro-
foundly impaired by these sinful sons
of Kli. Their evil had eaten like a
gangrene into the life of the peo-
ple.

When The Church Cannot Win.
The background of this lesson is

sustenance in its beautiful passages..nurwan father, engrossed in large
.on.m- - who lets his sons have This immortal sons meets human- - Bovce.

i ,i rliv s coiiiriiOH neeu iui a- - lause, a.ik'ir own way. A prominent busi
protector, a guide; we are all sheep, refuge and strength, a

help in trouble. Ps.
r.ss man in New l oi k said to me
.:i 'lav, "I really do not know my and these words turn us to the Shep

God is our
very present
46:1.herd of our souls.snr. You sor. he has been away at

Literature which takes cognizance startA voice within us speaks the
school and college, and cn summer
iu;Jions most of his life, and when

is home for a short time, he has
nii'.g engagements and friends at

the battle between the Philistines
and Israelites. When the armies
were joined in array Israel was smit-
ten and four thousand Israelites fell.
It was a dark day for the Chosen
People. In panic, runners were sent

of man's heart hunger and homesick ling word, 4Man, thou shalt
die!" Richard II. Dana.was begin- -the houso." That man

The fate of the country does not
depend on what kind of paper youquickly to Shiloh to bring to

battle the Ark of the Covenant,
emblem of victory at which the

the
that
Jor- -
the

drop into the ballot-bo- x once a year.
hut on what kind of man you drop
from your chamber into the streetdan had parted, the symbol of

presence of Jehovah.
The fame of the God of the

brews was in all the land, and

inntr to realize that perhaps, in spite
jf th- success that had made him a
marked personality in the. great
im rrupoli.s, h had not done a man's
I'm) ilnty by his time.

. moral menace today is this lax-- i
y .n tho part of the American par-

ent. We are building our homes
v. i'h.rit woodsheds, and without that

liM-iplin- for which the woodshed
l'p'Vf rhintlv stands. The idea of law

ness, which promises him deliverance
from the world's weight of woe, is
the literature which writes itself into
the lives of men and women. Thus
the New Testament counterpart of
the Shepherd Psalm, and sharing
with it the favor of Christians, is
the fourteenth chapter of John's Gos-

pel "Let not your heart be troubled."
The comforting, compassionate
Christ, in the midst of His own sor-
rows remembering the loneliness of
His friends, pictured to them to
Father's house, with its many homes
that never break up. Permanence

every morning. l lioreau.He- -
the

IMPRESSIONS OF VILLA.Philistines were scared when
heard of the approach of the

they
Ark
this New York Herald.They expected to be routed by

supernatural ally. Nevertheless,
when the shouts of the expectant
Israelites rolled over to their camp that is what our souls seek, and wnat

Jesus promised in the words spokenas tue Ark drew near, me
in this narrative of His last night ofwere afraid and cried: "God is

come into the camp. Woe human fellowship with His chosen
comrades.unto us: who shall deliver us out of

the hand of these mighty gods?
These are the gods that smote the

anl discipline is lacking from myri- -

'U i American boys, whose parents
end them off to private schools in

The hope that hired teachers will
null- - up for parental neglect. It is

ut uMntnmon for wealthy fathers
Kie their boys huge automobiles

ms ioS with which to break speed
limits and frighten pedestrians. Then
t!iy wonder why the new generationis growing heedless of the rights of
"in and of the laws of the land. We
r. lowing the wind of self-indul- -(

;iUd we nimt expect to reap the
whirlwind of moral anarchy. Old

I' turns from the distant past to

Life lights up literature.
haveEgyptians wTith all manner of

plagues in the wilderness." Never-
theless, they were not craven, were
these Philistines, and they exhorted

per
ite passages are those which
heenV made luminous by fome
sonal experience.

When "Mother" Jones, who has
aided the miners of this country for
nearly half a century, heard yester-
day that Francisco Villa had named
himself dictator over Mexico she grin-
ned happily.

"Well, I helped him sixty-fiv- e dol-
lars' wTorth," she said, and related the
hitherto unrecorded story of how she
spent the Christmas offering sent her
by her "boys" from the mines a year
ago.

She had been in Ludlow and West
Virginia, then affected by riots, bat-
tles and suffering. Christmas Day
found her in Arizona, near the Mexi-
can border, and it brought her a
Christmas present from the miners
in the shape of a generous money or-

der.
"I'd been reading a lot about this

Villa," she said, as she sat in the
Union Square Hotel, occasionally
fumbling with her big leather bag or
patting her white hair into place. "I

.... .1 V T!11 i ? i?.n

one another, "Be strong, and quit When the lamp of faith burns lowyourselves like men. O ye Philistines,
and the soult's vision is dim, then we
turn to the portrait gallery of the
heroes of faith in the eleventh chapu.; mv every parent to his primary': a man ... a father.

(lass Houses.
ter of Hebrews, where a cloud ot
witnesses to the power of fo.ith are
a 1 itrned in living array. Our heartsi ;tMr tot find fault with Eli

to train our own sons. He did take new fire and our eyes a re open
li

in i 1

that ye be not servants unto the
Hebrews, as they have been to you:
quit yourselves like men and fhyht."

Tragically, the Ark proved impo-
tent. To the amazement of every-
body, the victory remained with the
Philistines. Thirty thousand of the
Children of Abraham fell before the
valiant swords of their foes. The
Ark came upon the battlefield mid
shouting of joy and hope; it hit in
the hands of the foe, amid the wp.il-ing- s

of the wounded and tho prison-
ers. The symbol of the Presence had
been ineffective. The calamity of

in the rearing of Ilophni and ed; for "faith cometh by
the word of God."his sons. Thev abused theirmii'af

!'osti,n and their opportunity, and
e was so very lenient with

tod sent him a. warning ov
lifs of the child .Samuel. Eventh- -

the : '.li was not equal to the dras
;isure.s reouired. and the cor- -

Strikingly, the most moving brief
portrayal of the Il:ui of bunowv. is
not found in one of the New Testa-
ment biographies, but in the Book
of Isaiah. The fifty-thir- d chapter,
with its heart-stirrin- g picture of the
suffering Saviour, r.:nks at least third
among Bible passages in the popular
favor of Christians. Has all litera-
ture any more affecting lines than

i ii.t
calamities had fallen upon I.sryel.
Its religion could not nakc good in

Ptiests continued in their posi-o- f
influence. Kli bent beneath

sorrow of his life in pathetic
'It'', iicrli.'ins! iYPrciini Hip trriifrP

the supreme test.i

i Of course the r.Ignilicance of the
Ktorv is Diain to our (lay. ine out- --''sanation when he should have

'!'l'!oyd the virtue of swift, strong these:ward forms of religion are not
"He. was despised, and re.iv.cted of

.C -- f "! "I I) Ienough. Songs and symbols are inIO!,

says to mysen, i 11 go see mis leuuv..
I went to see Madero, and he treated
me fine; I'll find out if Villa's on-- the
square. So I packs up and off to
Jaurez I went. The first person I
saw on the street was one of my boys,
who I'd gotten out of West Virginia,
They were going to hang him there,
and he was too fine a boy for that. I
got him the money at that time, and
here he was. He says, 'Why mother,'
and hustles me right up to where
Villa wa., with his officers.

"Say, did you ever see that fellow?
He's a wonder. He looks like the old
Harry himself, but I said 'That's a
boy that will get there or bust,' and
after we talked awhile and he told
me what he wanted to do, I just took
$6 5 out of my pocketbook, all I had
left of my boys' present and I said,
'Here, you, take that and buy bullets
with it! and lick 'em well.' Villa., he
grinned, and said: 'We gecf 'em hell,

men; a man ui sui.uv.s, um o.- -sufficient. The church and powerWhen we are thinking about the
r; of Kii with his sons, we must quainted with grief; and as one iromare not necessarily synonymous, as

whom men hide tneir race ne aBMi for-- et that he also had much to we know to our sorrow. The most
corrupt city politically on the contiMm despised; and we esteemea mm not.with the, rearing of Samuel. Is- -

raid's meatest prophet. Jt is true nent is the most famous tor its
churches. Unless the sjbol is sup
ported by a pure, priesthood and a
consecrated church, tho Presence

nuiuirtii jjeipea more man it ul-h- at

it was under the influence"' Mi that Samuel became a states-in:,- n

of (Jod. Iest we be moved to
' 'Mhnui the old priest too much, we

"Surely he hath borne our griers,
and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God.
and afflicted. But he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chas-
tisement of our peace w;:.s upon him;
and with his stripos we are healed.
All we Irke sheep have gone astray;

" iMinuea ttiat Samuel s own sons
mo nnworthy. re the first

reached mefor you, mother. You
practical American thatglass houses, letMm, w,. iiV(. jn

easy on Kli onewe have turned every

which it is supposed to represent is
invoked in vairu The church fails
when it relies on it;i churchlinesx.

Ecclesiasticism is mighty today.
It has money and bivins and social
prestige. But it has rot power. The
Christian church has twentieth cen-

tury ingenuity but it has not flrst-centu- rv

victories. From the." battle-hel- d

of Aphek let us learn the great
lesson that the church is powerless,

Lo

id
own
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onthe aged. He had here.'--.vav arm . enovan ot.;,I lio mlity of character. The blow , v. j j

the iniquity of us all.'killed him was not a personal
"So." "Mother" ..'onrp.

"I helned that fellow, "illa. I hcpe,
he'll remember it and lot me so down
thrre and unionize my boys in the

;einent, but' the. news that the
Mi.-- t

1 K

'tnii
'lot.
fits

t the covenant had suffered cal
y. As we look about us, we can
'eape the fact that godly par

until
and
and
own
cry
the

The person who has timed,
who is" burning with rernoise
contrition, has no words of his
with which to utter his soul's
iiv tboe written by David in

God and His mines if he only stays dictator
I can get there," she added.

n:iy have wastrel sons. Kvenhe syiionist of father: nnd mnthpr enri

except she be true
law.

Piety and power
mous, unless the
Religion means

:iigl:h cf life in. ngr--torm or is; The average 1

land is 44, .years.pure.wnoiiy determine the moral and fifty-fir- st Psalm, alter he had taiien
so 'grievously. Millions f penitentsiThtcousners o;''I life of thctr children al


